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wts lately Printed for Rich. Baldwin. 


Deren prov'd by Miracles : Collected out of Roman- 
(atholick Authors. With ſome remarkable Hiitor es re- 
ing to Britiſh, Engliſh, and Iriſh Saints. With a Pretace con- 
— the 4 

The Try al of Philip Stansfield, Son to Sir James Stansfield of 
Kew Miles, for the murther of his Father, and other Crimes 
Libelld againſt him, Feb. 7. 1688. 1 5. 

The Kevolter ; A Tragi-Comedy : Aded berween the {ind 
and Panther, and Religio Laici, Cc. 6 d. 

An Hiſtorical Relation of ſeveral Great and Learned Roma» 
fr who did embrace the Proteſtavt Religion, with the Reaſons 
Their Ch unge. delivered in their own Words, Collected chiefly 
dom the moit Eminent Hiſtorians of the Reman Perſuaſion : to 
which is added, a Catalogue of ſeveral Great Perſons of the 
Roman Catholick Religion who hath all along oppos ed the Te- 
nents of the Church of Rome. 6 d. 

A Seaſonable Diſcourſe, ſhewing rhe Unreaſonableneſs and Miſ- 
chiefs of Impoſitions in Matters of Religion, Recommended to 
Serious Conſideration. By Andrew MarveZ Eſq; late Member 
of Parliament. 6 4. 

Reſlections upon the New Teſt, and the Reply thereto with a 
Letter of Sir Francis Walſmgham's, concerning the Penal Laws 
made in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 3 4. 

A Letter of Advice to a Young Lady, being Motives and 
Directions to eſtabliſh her in the Proteffane Religion: Written 
by a RIG Honour, and made publick for the uſe of that 
Sex. 3 4. 

A Seafonable Collection of Plain Texts of Scripture ( in 
words at length, againſt ſeveral Points in the Romi/b Religion) 
| forthe Uſe of Engliſh Proteſtants : 2 d. 
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+ D.C. by whom fince the firſt day that I heard 


your gentleneſs) two Let- 

2 but yet at ſuch time as I 
not be ſuffer'd to Write unto you again: 
aaghr, yet was Lin doubt how my Let- 
come unto your hands. But 

ww my dear . foraſmuch as 1 under- 
your Works, Which I have but ſuper- 

that we throughly agree and who. 

together in thoſe things which are 
Grounds and ſubſtantial Points of our Re- 
againſt the wich the World ſo furiouſly 

in theſe our days , howſoever in time 

in certain By-matters and Circumſtances 
Religion, Jour wiſdom and my ſimplicity I 
E. hath a little jarred, each of us following 
abundance of his own ſenſe and judgment : 
ww 1 lay ow aſſured, that even with my 
whole bearr, is my witneſs, in the bowels 
ef Chriſt I love you in the truth and for the 
wath's Gke, which abideth in us, and as I am 


. ſhall by the Grace of God abide in 
for evermore. 


"4nd becauſe the World ( as I perceive Bro- 
er) ceaſeth not to play his Pageatt. and buſily 
eth againſt Chriſt our Saviour, with all 
offi! force and pgwer, exalting high things 
the knowledg of God : let us joyn 
together in Chriſt, and if we cannot 

brow, yet to our power and as much us 
dert, let us ſhake thole high altitudes, 
with Carnal but with Spiritual Weapons; 
ial Brother, let us prepare our ſelves 


4 
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to the a & our diſſolution, by the J. 
after time of this bodily af? ο 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we 
triumph together with him in glory. 

I pray you Brother falate in my name 
reverend tellow Priſoner and venerable F 


of his moſt Godly and 
confeſſing the Truth of the Goſp 
ceived great conſolation in the 


conftancy 


integrity and up: ightneſs of that Man, his gra- | 9 


vity and innocency all England I think atm 


known long ago. Bleſſed be God therefore, > 


which in ſuch abundance of iniquity and decay 
of all Godlineſs, hath given unto us in his re- 
verend Old Age ſuch a witneſs for the truth © 
of his Goſpel. Miſerable and hard-hearted is 
he, whom the godlineſi and conſtant Confeſſion 
of ſo worthy, ſo grave, and ſo innocent a Man, 
will not move to acknowledg and confeſs tie 
Truth of God. 

I do not now Brother —— — to Write 
any thing to me again: forl much in fear, 
leſt your Letters ſhould be intercepted before 
they can come to my hands. Nevertheleſs know 
you, that it ſhallbe to me great joy to hear of 
your conſtancy and forritude in the - 
rel. And albeit I have not hitherto 
unto you, yet have I twice (as 1 could) feat 
unto you my mind, touching the matters 
which in your Letters you required to know, 
Neither can I yet Brother be otherwiſe per- 
ſwaded : I ſee methinks ſo many perils, where. 

you not to 


things taken away from the 
r, whereby ery ifit ſo pleaſe 
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onay be ablc to do good to many. 

| in the Lord my moſt dear Brother, and 

if there be any more in Priſon with you for 

Chrilt's cauſe, I belcech you, as you may, ta- 

lute them in my Name. To whoſe Prayers 1 

do moſt humbly and heartily commend my 

if and my fellow Priſoners and Captives in 

Lord, And yet once againand for ever in 
Chriſt m moſt Dear Brother farewell, 

N. Ridley 


Some Obſervations upon the foregoing Letter. 


There cannot be a more Bleſſed Work than 
to Reconcile Proteſtants with Proteſtancs. 
And a man would think it ſhould be one of the 
Eafeſt, becauſe we arc able to ay to them as 


" Moſer did to the two contending Frachites, Sirs, 


Te ave Brethren, doe one ro another ? 
The meckeſt Man in all the took ano- 
ther courſe with — — but as for Bre- 
thren, he endeavoured all he could to ſet them 
at one again. This is the only Deſign of this 
Paper in iaving before you the Example of two 
Proveitant Biſhops, who wiſely found out the 
way to put an happy period ro their unhappy 
Differences * Whichare the very ame as have 


been fince taken up by Proteſtants go. ier 
wn. In 


thoſe two Good Men had laid them 
the ftrug!imga of and there were 


two Nations rug in the Womb, the rwo 
great Parties of the iſts and Noncon- 
formitts : For thoſe two Perſons differed about 
the ſell- ame matters as we do now ; the eſta- 
biſh'd Ceremonies, the dreſs of Religion, cer- 
tain y- matter and circumſtances of Religion, 
which Hooper the Nonconſormiſt could not 
-omply with, And Ridley the Conformift, be- 
tan(e they were according to Law, inſiſted up- 
oh and would not abate, So that in their old 
Differences, vc find exach our preſetit diſtem- 
per: And therefore in their Care, why ſhould 
we not alſo fied our own Remedy? It is an 
Approved remedy ; it cured raen who thought 
one another Superititious and Im on one 
fide, and Rubborn and intolerably willful on 
the other fide, And yet they came afterwards to 
Believe one another to be, az they Really were, 


Fare- Upright Mtn Onboth tides. Webave the Re. 


words, is this, That the nt there 
is amongſt Proteſtants in the 
Religion, ſhould drown and extinguiſh all M. 
ſer — The Subſtance of Rege 
which we all hold ought in reaſon to have mare 
wer to Unite us, than all the By-marters ad 
ircumſtances in the world to Divide us. We 
have all but one Rule of Faith and Life, . 
Standard of Religious —— and Practice, 
which is one and the ſame Empliſb Bible ; and 
why ſhould we not then All be of One Her 
and One Soul 2 We all believe that there is one 
God, in opposition to Polytheiſm. We be 
lieve that this God is to be worſhipped in Spy 
rit and in Triith, in contradiction — 
without abſurdly — the Glory of 


cate Feſus Chriſt the Righteous , 
the Aut of eternal Salvation to 
that Obey him, We are all aſſured 
ay Infallible proofs, that he is gone 
ven, to prepare a place for all his tr 
ples and Followers; And that the Heavy 


, Thacin every Nation he that feareth 
God and worketh Rightrouned, is accepied 
of him ; And that the Churth of God is 
not no limited or confined tothe Jew i/Þ, 
«wo any other Nation, bat is- wuly Ca- 
ek and Univer(al. 

We all believe the two future ſtates of 
Haven and Hell, for the Juit and for the 
Najuſt ; And neither our Books nor we 
doof any other, nor indeed of any other 
of Men; Nor do any of os believe one 
word the Profitableneſs of fing- 
Wr a Soul. In a word, fincewe are (: 
Unanimous intheſe and many other the moſt 
important Truths, ſhall we fall out about 

, about Poſtutes and Geſtures, 


of Religion ; nay 

> gp rr ben compared 
ith the Subſtantial matters, wherein we 
t Agreed > Nay further, I am bold to 


— are all Agreed in theſe inter iour 
of Difference, and do not know it: 


i the Dark, when we are 
Aide. In ſhort, all the diſtance tha 
berwixt 
4 by lirtle 
TS matters, and Hill they are 
of one mind even as to the mat- 


— Difference, that if the Conformiſts 


LEFL EOS Eu ESPE IEEE SEED En EL Erf A APEAZISTTET 


| 


immediately turn Nonconformiſts ; and if 
the - Nonconformilts did not app: chend 
then to be Popith, they wound weorer iwrg 
frrupled them. So that they built of the: 
plainly mean the ume thing. 
ſcrupled the Ceremonies under 
the notion of Popiſh Ceremonies, and un- 
der the fame noun Rid/ey world have ha- 
ted and rejected them. Ridley and the 
other ſhops Gid in defence of theſe Ce- 
remomes, Ther they were ſmall metrers, and 
that the Fault was in the Hbuſe of the things 
and not m'the thmygs themſelves, and that 
Hooper ought mor te be Jo ſtubborn im ſo lighe 
4 mater, and that his WWillfulneſs theram 
wa; me to be" ſuffered. And would not 
Hooper bimfclt have paſſed the fame Cen- 
fure upon his own Refuſal, it he had had 
juſt the ſame thoughts and opiniog of the 
Ceremonies * But he thought, that a thirg 
in it ſelf inchfic ent, but having been abu- 
ſed to Superititious purpoſes, could never 
after be lookt upon as indif}. rent and inno- 
cent ; but it muſt of necefiny paſs under 
that Notion which common and corrupt 
Uſage had put upon it, and that it was 
ied and had utrerly loſt uus former In- 
differency. For weh reaſon theſe Me- 
and Ceremonies were offenſroe to bis Cen- 
once, as the King's Grant of Dilſpenſation 
to him, by the Advice of the Privy Coun- 
cil, exprefſes it; But Cranmer and Ridley 
and the other Biſbops were ſo far deter- 
mined by the Laws, that the King's Diſpen- 
ſation, granted to upon that occa- 
hon, did not take place. Nor indeed was 
n in their power toadmit of it. For being 
theſe Ceremonies were by La, 
and faſtened to the Freehold, and made 
part of the Eſtzbliſhment by the Univerſal 
Conſent of the Nation, nothing but the fame 
Conſent could take them away again. 

Now therefore the nicety of the Differ- 
ence betwixt them lay in this, whether 
Ceremonies which were once indifferent: 
and had been abuſed, might be fo purged 
and freed from thoſe Abuſes, as to become 
indifferent and fit to be uſed again. ns 
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the very leaſt moment, or 

breath on the one fide or the 

cient to incline the ballance. 

with indifferent Ceremonies and Uſages, 

it is with Words that are indifferent. 

word Ballad was once an innocent a 
offenſive word, and as the w 
Song now does; but the word has 
abuſed and a to the meaneſt ard moit 
raſcally fort of Poetry, and has for a long 
time been taken in the worſer ſenſe. Sup- 
poſe therefore that ſome Men defirous to 
ſpeak as their Fore-fathers did, who called 
the Book of Canticles the Ballad of Ballads, 
as reverently as we now call it the Song ot 
Songs, ſhould ay, That if Authority te- 
quire that this word be uſed in its firſt and 
beſt ſenſe, why then we may very lawtully 
and reverently uſe it in that ſenſe again: 
Becauſe though the word has been abuſed 
and il -pplicd, yet the Fault is in the abuſe 
of the word, and not in the word it felf. 


And further, that no man ought to refuſe 


to read that Book upon rhis trifling ac- 
count, becauſe he diſlikes the Title of it: 
Eſpecially when a publick Law has decla. 
red, That the felt-Came is meant by this 
Title, as if the Diſſenter had had the word. 
ing of it bimfelf to his own Mind, and had 
called it the Hymn of Hymns. This is the 
ſrbſtance of what Cranmcr and Ridley 
fad. 

On the other hand, Heoper's Opinion in 
this ſuppoſed Cater was, That though our 
I ore-tathers had uſed that word very Re- 
ligiouſly and Reverentiy, yet it had fince 
been fo corrupted and abuſed, and had con- 
tated fo profane a Signiftication, as no 
Amhoriy could wholly „ nor could 
in inoffentively rettore the word to be vied 
in Religious Matters any more, bur that 
Sober Men would always have a Prejudice 
againſt it. T his was rs very ſenſe, 
He looked upon the Reformed Ceremonies 
as thill retaimng a Popiſh Tang. But tho 
s 1 aw could got cure his Prejudices, yet 
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an 

jection very much to the Prejudice of 
Church of land, could it not be 
ſaid, that the did beartil 
to procure this eaſe to ſcrupulous 
ences, without ſucceſs, 
the eminent — of England in 
Elizabeth's time, Sandy, Jewel, Horn, Gra 
dall, &c, nay Dr. Cox himſelf Biſhop d 
Ely, who was the unhappy occaſion of al 
the Troubles at Franck fort, did all of them 
labour in this point, and could not pres 
with che Queen to conſent to it: Arup 
pears by a heap of their Letters, wrine 
to Buller at Zurich, which is ſtill er- 
tant. Which being the Remains of tat 
great Men, and ſo noble a Monument d 
the Church of land's Moderation, u 
very well worth the going thither to ſet u 
But ro conclude, make your beſt and you 
worit of Ceremonies, they are in Ridley 
words, bur Circumſtances and By- maten; 
they are of as little concern to Religion # 
thoſe Meats which occafioned di 
in the Apoſtics times; and they will act 
bear the Charges of falling out about them 
either on the one ſide ot on the other. 

2. Eſpecially in the ſecond place, whas 
Protettants have ſomewhat eiſe to do: Of 
as Redley's words are, ben the 1 
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> Does he not fay that we have as 
Bibles as Heads, that is to fay, That 
it ſelf, without their Intallible 
tointerpret it, is wholly Uſe. 
lefs to us,and Man may as well frame a 
freral is ownHead, without any 
Mae at all ? Truly if it beTo Uſeleſs and 
b Miſchievous a Book as that Author has 
Repreſented it, it is not enough to put a 
op tothe Printing of iy but it ought alſo 
Prohibited. Do they not daily make 
empts and efforts againſt 


is Breaden God Almighty ? In a word, 
not endeavour to wreſt all Scrip- 
out of our Hands, becauſe 2 not 


ſuffer Circumſtances and By- matters to 
ale their Chance. Nay, we ought to be in a 
wmadine(s to for our Bibles, and 
r — 
our own than to the 
Proteſtant Religion which is infinitely more 
Valuable. And though I know not of any 
me Ceremony injoyned in the Church of 
which is not both Lawful and 

ve, and of an elder date than Po- 

z yet becauſe the Slovenly Papiſts 
ſpitin them, and by corrupting and a- 
Wing them have endeavoured to make 
tem their Own, I hope the Wiſedom of 


: 


the Nation may hereafter fuſer them to be 


wr © ; Eſpecially fince all wife Proteſtants 


know very well, that we can Live without 
them, And we ought the rather to be of 
this mind, becauſe 

3. In the third place, we fee to what 
Terms of Abatement and Accommodation 
that Bleſſed Martyr Ridley has deſcended in 


72 — 


ment. Ridley had fiacerely followed bi 
own great Judgement in this Diſpute ; but 
becauſe that Judgement had jarred with rhe, 
Senſe of as Hearty a Proteſtant as himlelf, 
therefore you ſee how he undervalues and 
diſparages it. We take it for granted that 
was in the wrong and Ridley was in 
the right, eſpecially becauſe a Law had in- 
t ed in that behalf; And yet here it 
ſeems, that the two Contending Parties 
were 's Wiſdom and Ridley's Simpli- 
city, Alittle of theſe G Mens inward 
humilicy, ſelf-denial, and mutual condeſ- 
cenſion would heal our Breaches and com- 
poſe our Differences much better, than the 
moſt ftrict outward Uniformity could. 
For as the Levelling project, ro make a'l 
Mens Eſtates Equal, was only a Project for 
a Day, for onthe Morrow all their Eſtates 
would have been Unequal again ; Whereas 
Contentment is that Leveller, 
which makes every man always 25 rich as 
another: In like manner a Unifor= 
mity in thete Circumſtances and By-mat- 
ters, if it were podlible to be attained, 
would not laſt long; becauſe, as our Church 
in the Preface to the Common-Prayer has 
wiſely obſerved, Rites and Ceremonies are 
in their own nature Alterable and Change- 
able according to the variety of Times and 
Occaſions, w they are Expedient at 
one time and Inexpedient at agorher, for 
which reaſon even the ame Perſons, and 
thoſe the moſt Conſtant & the fartheſt from 


newfangledneſs, cannot be always alike fa- 
C rizfied 
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made, and nothing elſe but our Preingage- 
ments to God himlelf can excnſe us from 
the obſervance of them: And therefore it 
aunot be required by the Diflenters, in or- 
der to that good Underftanding,which I here 


endeavour and humbly beg there may be R 


Proteſtants, that we ſhould ar- 
raign Five and twenty Starute Laws at once 


under the Int Name of Dracomcs ; 
| wo Jo of "i 11 6545 
| anc y 
the Covert of 


the Church 

the Diſtnters in England, hold therr Bibles: 
No; Every wiſean contiderate Prote!tant, 
though he be not a Nonconformiſt, would 
rather lic under all the penalties of Non- 
canfornyty, than go to weaken or 
endet mine the Authority of the Laws which 
{cure to all Proteſtants theit Lives, and a 
much greater thing Chan their Lives, I 
mean the Bible, which I fay again is the 
whole Religion of all Proteſtants. As for 
By-qnatters, they may very well be left 
where the Law for Ages Immemorial has 
ed all the Concerns of the 2 
vurch. which is ina Lawful BN Par- 
nament ; whoſe neceſſiry Power in that be- 


England all Clergy 
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to Ridley, and to prevent 
kind Letters, before his preſent Anſwer was 


tra 
ly 


4 ” 
Popery, aud roo zealous 
ome Then he writes, Then he ſends to 
mm, Then he conſults m as an Orac 
And 1 have often thought, That it mutt 
needs produce the ſame efftectin alt the Sig. 
cere and Hearty Proteſtants — the 
Diflenters at this time, when they fee ths 
of the Church of England, of whow 
they have had jealous t hts leſt they were 
too much Popiſhly inclined, now approving 
themſelves the Defenders and Champioas 
of the Proteſtant Cauſe: Which they haw 
Maintained with that clearneſs and ſtrength 
that I doubt not but the downfall of Kone 
will hereafter be dated from the time of their 
writing. Bletſed be God, ( muſt the Dif 
ſenters needs fay,) That we are fo happily 
Diſappointed, and that the Clergy are n 
the Men we took them to be, but as Hearty 
Proteſtants as our ſelves ; And from ths 
day forward we will owa, and love them 
as lach. * 
The Priefts and Jeſuits and their A stau 
have 
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vol indeed been wanting to revive and both given to the Proteſtant z and 

the Diſſenters dd Jealonkiesin this let weexceeding)y value and prize the free 

| by ſeveral late Pamphlets, pretend- Uſe of our Bibles, which wis the Purchaſe 
__ ——— — — bet wint the of theirs and of the other Martyrs Blood : 


the Churchef According to what Larimer ſaid when he 
New Popery, as 
as bad 
as had 


he 
ad 


kfſered to our C 


r and Redley were both of them at the Stake; 


my Right Hand and therewith brite nels. 


my Left, is my Right Hand 
become a Perfecutor } Is it not 

ally Perſecured as well as the other ? And 
has it not a fellowferling and a ſhare of the 
> And ſuppoſe my Left Hand were ſo 


managed againit the Right, 
— thiagꝰ And would 


cher all, would it not be the Addition of a 
to this Miſery, to accuſe or blame 
of my Hands in this Caſe for hurting 

fellow? To conclude, There is a Charm 

lathe very naming of Hooper and Ridley to 
reconcile Noncontormilts and Contormiſts 
; for their Differences were alike, 
Miſunde: ſtandiags of one -nother were 
And the Papiits in Queen Maries 

ume loved thoſe two Prote b ants and uſed 
them juſt alike. For they were both of them 

b long and miſerably tormented in the 

Rames, that they were forced to mingle 

their Prayers to God theſe doleful out- 
to the People. For God's love ( good 
) let me have more Fire, ſays Hooper. 

For Chriſt s ſake let the Fire come unto me, 

RN. Our Enemies m7 4c no diflerence 

bketwixt thoſe that are for Ceremonies and 

thoſe that ate not; And why ſhould we ? Let 
wrather Bleis God for the concurring Te- 
flimony which theſe Good Men, though of 

t perſwakons in By-matters, have 


hy 


For this is the Kad and the very UC 
and Advantage we are to make of oor Re- 
conciliation, and of our mutual love and 
Agreement, as we fee by the tollowing 
words of this Bleſled Martyr. And 
the World of a I perceive Brother ) —— 
ne 20 1 pageant, and bujily feet 

Pony — —_— all peſſib/e 
pewer, Eu. things agem/6 

the lnow'edge of God 2 x. — ro- 
gether in Chriſt, and if we canoe Over» 
throw, yet to our Power as much as in us Herb 
let ut ſhake theſe high Altitudes, not with 
Carnal bat with Spiritual weapons, The 
Nd Conſpires, an biſhop Ridley's word is, 
Chriſt eur Saviour 5 Regulars and 
Seculars, Jeſairs and Dominicans, Pope: 
men, Council- men and Blackloitts, and the 
reft of that Colluvies and Gallleawfrey of 
Sects of which the Church of Rome is made 
up, do lay afide-all the Differences of their 
ſeveral Factions, and are Confederate againſt 
God's true Religion: And though none of 
them are agreed in other things, yet they are 
all forExtirpating the peſtilent Northern He- 
re ſie and they al march ſteadily to the ſame cu. l. 
And ſhall not we all thenlinite in our utmoſt 
endeavours to Support that true Faith, which 
they call Herelie* Shall we not be as ready 
to give one another the fight hand of Te! 
lowſhip, and to on Hands together in 
Corn 


For every Man has a Soul to be 
as well as another; Every Man 


as one Man in the Maintenance and 
of their Religion: And every fingle Man 
in his ſeveral capacity, and according to his 
wer, ought to be as zealous for it, as if 
alone were toſupportit ; And he ſhould 
tay to our Sarigur, and hold to that faying, 
all men forſaks thee, yet will nov L 
By this means wnder God we ſhall preſerve 
2 and tranſmit it to our — 

at a far cheaper rate, than a 

Hooper and the reſt of the r 
conveyed it down to us. By this means 
we ſhall diſengage our ſelves from all need- 
leſs Diſputes about Meats and Drinks and 
fuch like things, in which the Kingdom of 
God does not conſiſt, and from thoſe Skir- 
miſhings which have deteined us too much 
upon the Frontiers of Religion, without 


- 


Quarrels win 
when we all engage in the Lord's Nu 
as Biſhop Ridley callsin it this Letter, 
word, by this means we ſhall be freed fn 
Divifons, and thoſe - unhappy L 
which have been purpoſely given us, to 
der us from exercifing the power of 
neſs; both in reforming our own 
and in putting a ſtopto that deluge of 
piety, which has beef let into the N 
in order to make way for — And 
ſhall have an opportunity to imploy 
United Endeavours in 
ſpel, to the high Honour of and 

Fdifying of his Church, and to t 
vation of our Souls. 
this Letter, they ate of ſo nice and di 
Application, that a Man may be ſoon the 
to (ay either too much or too little of 
for which reaſon I ſhall wholly forbear, 
leave them to the Reader as they are, T 
he may make his own Obſervations. 


FINIS. 


